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The Commands of Our Lord

“Forgive”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 6:14 “For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

Matt 6:15 “But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.”
Whoa!!!!  I have to forgive all who offend me or God will not forgive me my offences against Him?  Yes, that is what Jesus said.  Well, how many times do I have to forgive someone?  Jesus answered that also:
Matt 18:21 “Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"

Matt 18:22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”
Seventy times seven really means as often as he sins against you!  Well, that makes this command very serious!  Yes, the command is very serious for it quickly reveals our heart.  The forgiveness command brings us to one of the few events in our life that quickly helps us to examine our own hearts.  Matt 6:14, 15 are amplifications of a part of the Disciples’ Prayer:
Matt 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”
But perhaps we have said that prayer so often that this verse tends to just roll off of our lips without our paying much attention to it.  Since Jesus knows our hearts, He amplified the verse in Matt 6:14, 15.  This discussion reminds me of another time when Jesus was talking to people about the Kingdom of Heaven:

Matt 18:23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.

Matt 18:24 "And when he had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents.

Matt 18:25 "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.

Matt 18:26 "The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.'

Matt 18:27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.

Matt 18:28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'

Matt 18:29 "So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'

Matt 18:30 "He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.

Matt 18:31 "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.

Matt 18:32 "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me.

Matt 18:33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?'

Matt 18:34 "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.

Matt 18:35 "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.”
The ten thousand talents in verse 24 is a huge amount of money and its value is meant to be analogous to the amount that we owe God for our sins against Him.  Pay close attention to verse 35 for it fits in with this discussion.  If we do not forgive others their transgressions against us we will be handed over to the torturers until our debt with God is repaid, which would be forever because only Jesus can satisfy our sin debt to God!  
So if there is someone whom you think right now that you cannot possibly forgive for what he has done to you then you have a problem!  This command allows us to determine if we have a justification or a sanctification dilemma.  If the truth is that you really do not have it in your heart at all to forgive that person then you probably are not really forgiven either and you need to start at the bottom and repent from your sins and ask God to forgive you based upon the works of Jesus Christ for your justification.  It also may be that you don’t really have a strong desire to forgive that person but you know that you should and you are willing to work on it.  Then you probably have a sanctification predicament and not a justification problem, so you need to let the Holy Spirit work on your sanctification with a goal of forgiving that person quickly.  If you say that there is nobody who has sinned against you that you have not forgiven then I raise my eyebrows toward you and ask “Are you sure?”  If indeed there is nobody whom you have not forgiven then I praise you for your obedience to our Lord.  
So take the time to test yourself.  Think of some people who have transgressed against you and make sure that you have forgiven them or that you are ready to forgive them now.  It is critical for us to know if we have a justification problem or a sanctification problem and you can test such right now.  Knowing that we are in obedience to our Lord on this command brings a great deal of comfort to us about our state of salvation.  
